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STANDARD ON DEPARTMENT ATV USAGE

Purpose: Establish expectation on what is acceptable usage and response of any 
department a! terrain type vehicles (i.e. quad use)

Scope: A! personnel

The deployment of departmental ATV response shall be directed by a Chief or Company 
Officer for the use in assisting with emergency operations in rough terrain and district trail 
familiarization.
ATV SAFETY
 A DOT approved helmet, long duty pants, boots, gloves, and eye protection shall be worn 
while operating the ATV at all times. There are no exceptions. Brush fire/structure type 
helmets are not acceptable. When operating the ATV on public roads, all traffic laws and 
regulations shall be followed.  The rider shall signal the direction of a turn by utilizing hand 
signals.
ATV USAGE
Any operator of the ATV shall be signed off by a Chief Officer prior to use unless under the 
discretion of a department officer under emergency circumstances. 
ATV operation can be extremely hazardous and the operator must take great care to 
minimize the chance of serious injury or death.  Prior to ATV deployment, a pre trip 
inspection shall be performed to ensure the following:
Proper tire inflation
Appropriate gas levels
All equipment is stowed and secured
Attempts should also be made to balance external equipment and gear so that it is 
distributed evenly on the vehicle. The weight of equipment can drastically change the 



handling of the vehicle and the operator should always be mindful of this fact.  Overloading 
the back of the ATV will make it more susceptible to overturning and change the operation 
of the vehicle.
Proper ATV operation is an active process.  The rider needs to be aware the effect his/her 
bodyweight will have on the center of gravity of the vehicle.  The following guidelines 
should be followed.
Bodyweight should be shifted into the direction of a turn to avoid rolling. 
Bodyweight should be shifted to the front of the vehicle by leaning forward when climbing 
steep inclines to prevent the vehicle from flipping over the back axle and trapping the 
operator.
Bodyweight should be placed over the rear of the vehicle when descending.
When riding at an angle, the rider should lean toward the uphill side of the slope.
When riding over especially rough terrain, the rider should lift his/her body off of the seat 
and allow the knees to assist with suspension.
When operating on severe inclines/declines, the vehicle should be placed into 4x4 mode. 
To avoid losing traction, keep an even pressure on the throttle. Sudden surges in the 
accelerator may cause loss of traction and/or loss of control
The differential lock  should be used on steep terrain only and immediately disengaged 
when not needed. It is designed to minimize tire slippage over difficult obstacles and grades. 
Using the differential lock during normal driving conditions is extremely 
dangerous and should never be done.
Always park the ATV in a secure location and walk unfamiliar terrain prior to proceeding to 
identify obstacles.
Always maintain a safe speed.  Remember that a delay in response is much more desirable 
than injuring yourself and disabling the vehicle.
Be mindful of vehicle clearance and slowly navigate over obstructions carefully to avoid 
vehicle undercarriage damage.  
Improper body mechanics while operating the ATV will greatly increase the risk of the 
vehicle rolling or flipping over on top of the rider. 
There is no substitute for hands on familiarization and practice.  The guidelines listed above 
are no replacement for actual experience with the vehicle. Do not attempt to operate the 
ATV in any environment you feel is unsafe  or over terrain that is above your level of skill 
and comfort. When in doubt, err on the side of caution.
 






